
UNFPA ETHIOPIA -  JAPAN
PARTNERSHIP

FACT SHEET

A Lifeline for Women and Girls: UNFPA–Japan Partnership in Action

Over the past several years, Japan’s support has
reached some of the most vulnerable
communities, delivering life-saving services,
strengthening health systems, and restoring hope
in regions hardest hit by crises. It has also
enhanced Ethiopia’s capacity to provide quality
care in humanitarian settings—ensuring that even
in times of drought, displacement, and conflict,
women can give birth safely, survivors of violence
can access protection, and youth can envision a
healthier future.

Through bilateral grants and the Japan
Supplementary Budget (JSB), this partnership
has become a cornerstone of Ethiopia’s
humanitarian and development response. Guided
by TICAD priorities and the Humanitarian–
Development–Peace Nexus, Japan’s support has
expanded access to sexual and reproductive
health (SRH) services, bolstered gender-based
violence (GBV) prevention and response, and
strengthened national systems to withstand
shocks.

Together, UNFPA and Japan are not only saving
lives but also laying the foundation for resilience,
dignity, and peace—ensuring that women, girls,
and young people are empowered to thrive, even in
the most challenging contexts.

1.OVERVIEW

2. Financial contribution &
Geographic reach
Between 2022 and 2025, Japan contributed USD
4,065,860 through four projects addressing urgent
needs in sexual and reproductive health (SRH) and
gender-based violence (GBV) across conflict- and
disaster-affected areas of Ethiopia. This support
has enabled nearly 220,000 women and girls to
access life-saving services and protection in the
Amhara, Tigray, Benishangul-Gumuz, and
Somali regions.

Japan’s contributions—USD 925,925 in 2022, USD
1,139,935 in 2023, and in 2025, USD 1.5 million
through a Japan-funded TICAD project and USD
500,000 for mobile health clinics in the Somali
Region—have not only met immediate
humanitarian needs but also strengthened
Ethiopia’s capacity to deliver care in the long term.



     4. Empowering Women and Girls Through Japanese Innovation 

454
Health professionals

received training on maternal
health and violence against

women.

Health facilities equipped with
medical and maternal health supplies
and equipment, post-rape treatment

kits, and female dignity kits.

8,000
Women and girls received
hygiene kits to restore their

dignity in emergency-
affected regions.

175
 Trainers enhanced their skills and

knowledge to train female small
business holders on reusable sanitary

products and menstrual hygiene
management.

190
Women received

livelihood training and a
start-up package.

In February 2024, UNFPA Ethiopia and ITOCHU Corporation signed a landmark partnership to empower women
and girls through improved menstrual health management and sustainable livelihoods. Building on this, the TICAD
project “Uplifting Voices: Advancing the Dignity and Empowerment of Women and Girls in Ethiopia” was launched
in February 2025. Through innovative solutions, ITOCHU has transferred knowledge and specialized skills for
producing absorbent sanitary shorts for women affected by conflict and natural disasters—boosting human capital
and youth-driven economic development. Through the TICAD project, 43,920 women and girls have improved
access to menstrual health, hygiene, and livelihood products and services. In addition, ITOCHU Corporation
donates one percent of its sales benefits to UNFPA Ethiopia. Since 2024, Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA) has also collaborated with UNFPA to boost the Public-Private Partnership impact on women and
girls empowerment. 

3. Key ACHIEVEMENTS & IMPACT 

164,654
Women and girls accessed
information and services on
maternal health & violence

against women. 

From 2022 to 2025:

58

885,859
Individuals indirectly benefitted from the UNFPA’s projects
in affected regions.

IN 2025 (as of the end of July):

ITOCHU CORPORATION: 

Safaricom Ethiopia, supported by Sumitomo Corporation:
In May 2025, UNFPA Ethiopia partnered with Safaricom Ethiopia, supported by Sumitomo Corporation, to harness
digital transformation in delivering life-saving interventions. This collaboration is set to expand access to protection
and health services for communities affected by conflict and climate-induced crises, reaching those most in need
with timely, technology-driven solutions.



Under UNFPA’s Tenth Country Programme, the Japan–UNFPA partnership aims to deliver an effective and
efficient impact on saving lives of women and girls through an innovative digitally driven approach to healthcare
and youth engagement. Two proposed projects for Japan Supplementary Budget for Japan Fiscal Year 2025 were
titled 1) Women's and girls’ lives and dignity are fully protected in a thriving Ethiopian society (in the Amhara and
the Benishangul-Gumuz region); and 2) Voices for Change: Advancing Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights
for Women, Adolescents and Youth with digital health solutions (in the Afar region, the Somali region, and Addis
Ababa). These two projects aim to address humanitarian needs in emergency affected areas of Ethiopia in
partnership with Safaricom Ethiopia supported by Sumitomo Corporation and ITOCHU Corporation.  

The key outcomes through the Japan-UNFPA partnership will be:
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JICA KAIZEN Approach:
In May 2025, KAIZEN basic training was conducted for 27 health service providers in collaboration with KAIZEN
Excellence Centre in Ethiopia. One of the trainers, who is a proud graduate of Japan’s Abe Initiative, gives back by
helping improve quality health service delivery in Ethiopia through facilitating KAIZEN training.

School of Tropical Medicine and Global Health, Nagasaki University

In December 2024, UNFPA Ethiopia established a partnership with Nagasaki University in the advancement of the
sustainable development agenda, specifically in promoting corporate social responsibility within maternal health,
sexual and reproductive health and rights, gender, women empowerment and data for development. 

5. Looking ahead

6. Voices from the field

 Increased institutional and women' capacity on maternal
health, violence against women, women empowerment,
and livelihood creation through producing and delivering
quality reusable sanitary products.

Improved access to essential lifesaving services and
information on maternal health and violence against
women through Mobile Health and Nutrition Clinics with
digital health solutions.

Behind every number is a story. Scan the QR code to hear directly from women,
girls, and communities whose lives have been transformed through the UNFPA–
Japan partnership:

James Okara Wanyama
Humanitarian Programme Coordinator

wanyama@unfpa.org 

Improved safety, dignity, and well-being of women,
adolescents and youth through strengthened availability
of quality lifesaving services and information on maternal
health and violence against women in the emergency-
affected areas.


